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TO  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF 
ASHBORNE. 


Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1909. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg"  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1909. 

The  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year,  es- 
timated from  the  totals  at  the  Census  of  1891  and 
1901  is  4229,  which  is  19  less  than  the  “ natural 
increase  ” in  population,  which  is  estimated  by  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths,  without  taking-  im- 
migration and  emigration  into  account. 


Birth-rate.  The  number  of  births  reg-istered  during-  1909 

was  96,  only  2 less  than  last  year.  Eight  of  these 
were  illegitimate  children,  all  born  in  the  workhouse, 
a total  of  2 in  excess  of  the  previous  year.  Of  the  96 
births  46  were  males  and  50  females,  and  the  birth- 
rate is  estimated  at  22*69  per  thousand  inhabitants, 
which  is  *6  below  that  of  1908. 
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Death-rate.  During-  the  year  only  43  deaths  were  registered 

in  Ashborne  itself ; there  were  20  in  the  Union 
Workhouse  (of  which  only  8 belong-ed  to  the  Urban 
District),  and  7 in  the  Cottage  Hospital  (of  which  2 
belonged  to  Ashborne).  I have  also  received  one 
notification  of  the  death  of  an  Ashborne  resident  in  an 
Institution  outside  the  District,  bringing  the  total 
number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  Ashborne  Urban 
District  to  54.  This  is  exactly  the  same  as  for  1908, 
and  represents  a death-rate  of  12  *7  per  thousand 
inhabitants  as  against  12 ’8  for  1908,  calculated  on  a 
slightly  smaller  population.  The  rate  of  mortality 
keeps  decidedly  lower  than  a few  years  ago. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  (that  is,  deaths  occurring 
among  children  less  than  12  months  old)  is  greater 
than  in  the  past  two  years,  viz.  8 as  against  6 in 
1908,  representing  an  infantile  death-rate  of  83-3  per 
thousand  births  as  against  61  *2  in  the  preceding 
year.  The  causes  of  death  among  infants  were  as 


follows 

Marasmus  ...  ...  4 

Whooping-cough  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  1 

Broncho-pneumonia  ...  1 

Hydrocephalus  ...  ...  1 


The  increase  in  the  rate  of  infantile  mortality  is 
due  solely  to  a larger  number  of  weakly  children 
dying  within  a few  weeks  or  days  of  birth,  and  not 
to  any  increase  of  illness  or  infectious  disease  among 
them,  and  is  not  therefore  a cause  for  any  special 
anxiety. 
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Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Of  the  seven  Zymotic  Diseases  (Smallpox,  Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever,  Whooping-- 
cough  and  Diarrhoea),  only  the  two  last  have  given 
rise  to  any  deaths  in  the  District.  One  weakly  infant 
8 weeks  old,  died  of  Whooping-cough  ; and  a baby 
under  3 weeks  of  age  died  of  Diarrhoea.  The  death- 
rate  from  Zymotic  Disease  is  *47,  double  that  of  1908, 
when  only  one  death  occurred. 

Phthisis. 

They  were  6 Deaths  from  Tubercular  Diseases 
during  1909;  four  of  them  from  disease  of  the  lungs, 
and  two  from  Meningitis.  The  Death-rate  is  1 *4  per 
thousand  inhabitants,  as  against  *95  in  1908,  in  which 
year  4 deaths  from  Phthisis  occurred. 

Respiratory 

Diseases. 

In  1909  there  were  3 Deaths  from  Bronchitis, 
and  4 from  Pneumonia,  one  more  than  in  1908. 
The  Death-rate  is  1 *65  as  against  1 *4  per  thousand 
inhabitants 

Heart 

Disease. 

Heart  Disease  accounted  for  7 Deaths  (including 
two  cases  of  diseases  of  the  blood  vessels).  The 
Death-rate  is  1*65,  as  against  1*4  (with  6 deaths)  in 
1908. 

Cancer. 

Cancer  has  caused  two  more  deaths  than  in  the 
preceding  year.  There  were  5 fatal  cases  with  a 
Death-rate  of  1*18  per  thousand  of  population,  as 
against  *71  in  1908. 
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There  were  no  deaths  from  Influenza  or  Smallpox. 
A noticeable  feature  of  the  earlier  part  of  the  year 
was  the  mortality  among-  old  people ; in  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year  19  of  the;  34  deaths  occurred  in  per- 
sons above  the  age  of  70,  and  8 of  them  exceeded  80. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Though  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  was  nearly  double  that  of  the  previous  year, 
viz.  14  as  against  8 in  1908,  there  was  no  serious  out- 
break. There  were  8 cases  of  Diphtheria,  5 of  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  1 of  Erysipelas.  Five  of  the  8 cases  of 
Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  the 
whole  five  being-  discovered  simultaneously  among- 
children  who  have  been  attending  school.  Cultures 
from  the  throat  gave,  in  each  case,  evidence  of  the 
presence  of  the  Diphtheria  bacillus.  The  five  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  were  probably  imported  into  the  District 
and  did  not  spread  beyond  the  houses  originally 
infected.  The  source  of  two  cases  was  definitely  traced 
to  Manchester,  and  of  two  others  to  a prisoner  from 
Derby  confined  for  a short  time  in  one  of  the  cells 
at  the  Police  Station. 


There  were  no  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  or  of 
Small  Pox.  Whooping  Cough  has  been  prevalent  in 
the  District  and  accounted  for  one  death  in  September  ; 
Diarrhoea  was,  as  the  result  of  a wet  cold  summer, 
not  at  all  prevalent. 
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Under  the  Tuberculosis  Reg-ulations,  1908,  (pro- 
viding- for  the  notification  of  cases  occurring  among 
paupers),  one  case  of  tubercular  disease  was  notified. 

Provision  of  Burial  Ground. 

During  the  year  the  Council  purchased  land  in 
the  Mayfield  Road  for  the  provision  of  a new  Cemetery. 
The  Local  Government  Board  sanctioned  a loan  of 
p^’765  for  the  land,  and  for  the  laying  out 

of  the  ground  and  the  erection  of  boundary  walls. 


Contracts  for  the  necessary  works  were  entered 
into  and  the  Cemetery  was  nearing  completion  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 


The  Council  made  Bye-Laws  with  respect  to  the 
management  of  the  Cemetery,  and  the  same  were 
approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Local  Government  Board  approved,  with 
slight  amendments,  the  scheme  for  the  Sewerage  and 
disposal  of  the  town’s  Sewage,  and  sanctioned  a loan 
of  1,825  for  the  general  work,  and  a loan  of 
;^1,365  for  the  machinery  and  revolving  sprinklers. 
A contract  for  the  construction  of  the  works  was 
entered  into  by  the  Council,  and  during  the  year  the 
new  main  sew'er  and  pumping  station  were  completed, 
and  the  other  works  were  in  course  of  construction. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

This  has  been  carried  out  reg'ularly  throughout 
the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  conjunction 
with  the  Medical  Officer.  The  periodical  inspec- 
tions include  those  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Bake- 
houses, Lodging-houses,  House  Property,  Yards, 
and  Slaughter-houses.  In  addition  to  the  inspection 
of  the  Slaughter-houses,  the  meat  itself  is  frequently 
inspected,  especially  at  the  times  of  the  weekly 
market.  No  tuberculous  meat  has  been  found  in  the 
District. 


Houses  are  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  and  disinfectants  are  supplied  to  house- 
holders in  cases  of  need. 


“The  Notification  of  Births  Act,”  1907,  has  not 
been  adopted  in  this  District. 


Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  has 
been  carried  on  throughout  the  year  by  the  Medical 
Officer  assisted  by  the  District  Nurse,  who  has  been 
appointed  to  the  post  of  School  Nurse  by  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  of  the  Derbyshire  County  Council.  A 
large  percentage  of  children  have  been  found  suffering 
frcm  throat  and  nosedisease,  necessitating  operation, 
and  in  many  cases  the  defects  have  been  remedied 
and  the  children  restored  to  health. 
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Complaints,  other  than  throat  and  nose  troubles, 
do  not  appear  to  occur  at  all  frequently  among  the 
children  of  the  Ashborne  Schools.  There  is  at  present 
some  difficulty  in  providing  the  proper  treatment, 
especially  when  operative,  for  the  children  of  the 
very  poor,  but  a scheme  for  a Provident  Club  is  under 
discussion,  and  if  adopted  will,  it  is  hoped,  remove 
the  difficulty. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ERNEST  A.  SADLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March^  1910. 


